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Sylvia A Earle

From the balmy waters surrounding the coral atolls of the
tropics to the frigid drifting pack ice of an Antarctic summer,
the world’s ocean has many faces. Over two-thirds of the
Earth’s surfaceis covered in water but, untilthis century,
humanity's interactions with the seas has been fleetingand
superficial. Now, just as we are begin to understand their
complex systems, we are in danger of damaging them
beyond hope of recovery
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David Bellamy

Floating weightless above a coral reef, divers and
snorkellers are the privileged voyeurs of an alien world.
Theinfrastructure of this universe is provided by the
limestone skeletons of minute animals and, within their folds
and convolutions, colourful fish live in apparent harmony
with venemous invertebrates. These reefs stretch for
thousands of kilometres along some of the most beautiful
coastlines in the world and, for many of us, images of

their many wonders—as seenon TV —provide our first
introduction to the worlds of the ocean’s inhabitants
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Bob Halstead

Until the latter half of this century, humanity's relationship
with fish was mainly restricted to that of eater and eaten.
With our increasing knowledge of the oceans’ inhabitants
comes a growing sense of wonder as we realise that the
lives of fish are as diverse and fascinating as those of the
animalsthatinhabitdry land









A seghiling of & kone
Lo b il phiin =
Ity ety Srarwe
pete. ey of Greal
Blitrer heef Maries Pk
Crorcion Budl




Jean-Michel Cousteau

While the various species of fish and crustaceans make
up the bulk of the population of the oceans, the largest
inhabitants of this watery world are, in fact, mammals.
Recently, scientists have begun to ask some fascinating
questions about the cetaceans—and have made some
equally fascinating discoveries in response to those
questions. As each answer comesto light, the difference
between humanity and the rest of the animal kingdom
narrows to an ever-tighter margin and raises issues about
the unigueness of human intelligence
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Buzz Aldrin
Julian Partridge

The crushing pressures and lightless environment of the
deep oceans have provided a bar to their exploration for
many centuries. Itis only now, with the advent of increasingly
sophisticated technology, that we are beginning to explore
the inky reaches below the seas’ surface. This world of alien
life-forms and underwater volcanoes may hold the key to the
origins of life on Earth, as well as being a source of untold
mineraland animal resources
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